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From Your Administrative Team! 
 

Walter Scott continues to buzz with activity, as the school year is well 
underway.  This month, on November 10th you will be receiving your 
child’s Progress Report Card. This report provides information about your 
child’s progress to date.  Additional information about the Progress Re-
port Card is available from the Ontario Ministry of Education on line.  An 
important feature of the progress report, includes the opportunity for 
your child to reflect on their strengths as well as the next steps toward 
their learning goals. Please discuss the report card with your child to sup-
port their efforts in this regard. 
 

Student Led Conferences will be held on the evening of November 13th 

and throughout the day, on the Friday, November 14th P.A. day.  Informa-
tion about scheduling your child’s conference will be sent home shortly.  
Confirmation of the time will be sent home with the report card. 
 

At this time of year as the weather becomes colder, and snow is already 
here in some parts of York Region, it is important that children arrive at 
school dressed for outdoor play.  Dressing in layers of clothing is recom-
mended to adjust to the fluctuating temperatures.  Warm coats and 
snow pants, hats, mittens or gloves and boots are required winter wear.  
When children are warmly dressed, they enjoy outdoor activities during 
the winter months.  It is always a good idea for children to have an extra 
pair of dry socks and pants at school to change into, should they get wet.  
 

Recently we have noticed some unsafe driving practices on the street in 
front of the school and in the school parking lot (e.g. cars doing U-turns, 
parking on both sides of the street restricting traffic, blocking busses and 
driving too quickly in the school parking lot).  We would ask that every-
one proceed with caution when driving around the school and to be es-
pecially courteous to the children who are walking and our school buses.  
We want to keep everyone safe and avoid accidents and injuries.  
 

We are very pleased with our students’ progress to date and their posi-
tive attitude toward their learning.  We look forward to providing them 
with new challenges as they move toward new goals for next term! 
 

Sincerely,  
 

Kim Maybury    Deanna Durfy 
Principal    Vice-Principal 
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School Council 
 

Thank you very much to the Khaleghian and 

Awobiyi families who have volunteered to help 

out with School Council this year.  Staff mem-

bers also helping out include:  Jennifer Butcher, 

Nicole Bynoe-Hayles, Deanna Durfy and Kim 

Maybury. 
 

Being a part of council is a great way to be in-

volved in the school and community. Meetings 

typically occur on the first Monday of the 

month, approximately four times per year.   
 

Our next meeting is on Monday, December 1st.  

Please come out and join our school council. 

 
 

Terry Fox Walk 
 

Our school wide Terry Fox Walk was held on Friday, October 3rd.  

We  had a very successful event!  We were so pleased to see 

staff and  students  participating  with  tremendous  energy  and  

enthusiasm  in  this  annual  event,  in memory of Terry Fox’s 

heroic  run  in  1981.  The  funds  raised  from  the  Terry  Fox 

Walk  go  towards  cancer  research  and  the  event  itself  helps 

raise  cancer  awareness. 
 

We raised $602  —  Way to go WSPS! 



Safe and Healthy Schools for  

Children with Allergies  
School staff and parents share responsibility for 
creating a safe environment for students and 
staff, especially when there are children with life 
threatening allergies. While we take every step to 
create a risk-free environment, we can all take 
important steps to minimize potentially fatal al-
lergic reactions as there are implications for the 
whole school, not just individual classrooms.  
 

It is especially important that parents communi-
cate a life-threatening allergy to the school.  
Please notify the office and your child’s teacher 
so we have accurate records and establish the 
protocol to follow with your child. 
 

We appreciate your efforts to promote a safe 
environment for all of our students. 

 

Important Dates 

2014 - 2015 
 

December 22 to January 2, 2015      Winter Break 
 

January 16 PA day 
 

February 2 PA day 

February 16 Family Day Holiday 

February 19 Lunar New Year 

February 20 Term 1 Report Card Go Home 
 

March 13 PA day 

March 16-20 March Break 
 

April 3 Good Friday Holiday 

April 4 Pesach 

April 6 Easter Monday Holiday 

April 10 Holy Friday 

April 14 Vaisakhi 

April 21 Ridvan 
 

May 18 Victoria Day Holiday 

May 25 - June 5 EQAO 
 

June 5  PA Day 

June 16 Regional Track and Field meet 

June 22 Term 2 Report Cards Go Home 

June 23 Grade 8 Graduation 

June 25 Grade 8 Luncheon 

June 26 PA Day 

 

360 Kids  
After School Program  

 

The 360 Kids program operates on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 

from 3 to 6 p.m.  Students have the opportunity to 
participate in sports, cooperative games and learn 
about healthy and active lifestyles, at a small cost.  For 
more information, contact the program coordinator at 
647-637-6028. 
 

This program has spaces available for students in 
Grades 6 - 8.   
 

For information about registration and fees, please 
contact Gweneth at (416) 993-2311 



 

Take Me Outside Day! 
On October 29th, students and staff took 

part in the Canada-wide Take Me Out-

side Day. This important Canada-wide  

event  raises awareness and encourages 

students,  teachers and the community 

to  spend  more time outside and the 

importance of unplugging and reconnect-

ing  with  Nature.  Outdoor education 

promotes physical health and well–being 

for children and youth and provides a 

positive and engaging environment 

within our schools and community.   

 

Congratulations Eco Team 
 

We’re a Certified Eco School!!!!! 



 

Buses Only 
To keep students safe, the bus loop and 
parking lot are closed in the morning at 
8:15 a.m. and in the afternoon starting at 
2:45 p.m. This allows children to safely get 
on and off their 
buses. It also keeps 
the children walking 
to school away from 
moving vehicles.   
 

Please park along the 
boulevard beside the 
school or on the side 
streets near the 
school.   
 

Your cooperation in 
keeping everyone  
safe is appreciated! 

 

 

Bill Crothers Secondary School 

Application Process 
Bill Crothers Secondary School (BCSS) is a system-wide school 
with a focus on healthy active living and sport. The school is 
open for Grade 9 to 12 students.    
 

Applications are NOW AVAILABLE on the Bill Crothers SS web-
site 

 

http://billcrothers.ss.yrdsb.ca/ 
 

for the 2015-2016 school year. 
 

Deadline for submission is Friday, November 7th, 2014 

Remembrance Day 

“Take Time to Remember” 
 

Every year on November 11th, Canadians 
pause in a moment of silence to remember the 
men and women who have served and those 
who continue to serve our country during 

times of war, conflict and peace.  We also remember the thousands of Canadians who have died in service to 
their country. They gave their lives and their futures so that we may live in peace.   
 

By remembering their service and their sacrifice, we reaffirm the tradition of freedom these men and women 
fought to preserve.  They believed their actions in the present would make a difference for the future, but it is 
for us to ensure their dream of peace is realized.  On Remembrance Day, we acknowledge the courage and 
sacrifice of those who served their country and acknowledge our responsibility to work for the peace they 
fought hard to achieve. 
 

We will be holding our Remembrance Day assembly on Tuesday, November 11th beginning  at 10:50 a.m.  
Parents and community members are welcome to attend.   Students will be given poppies on the day of the 
ceremony.  Donations for the poppies may be sent in the week of November 3-7th.  

http://billcrothers.ss.yrdsb.ca/


 

NOVEMBER CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 
 

Congratulations to all of the recipients (shown below) who were recognized by their teachers and peers at our 

November celebration assembly.  We are very proud of them!   Keep up the great work, Walter Scott students.  

Thank you to Mrs. Matheson, Mr. Barton, Mr. Goddard and their students, for their efforts in planning, coordi-

nating, presenting and hosting our assembly.   We enjoyed every minute!  We’ll let you know when Mr. Barton 

achieves his level 2 swimming! 

 

 



 

School Visitors 
 
 
 

ALL parents and visitors are 
required to sign in at the 

office and wear a visitor’s pass.  Parents  may 
not go through the hallways or out onto the 
school yard.  
 

We ask that all families wait for their children 
outside the exit door.  Parents  If you need to 
speak to your child’s teacher, please send a note 
or call the office to request an appointment.   
 

Following these procedures fosters independ-
ence in our students and ensures a greater de-
gree of safety for all.  We appreciate your sup-
port in keeping our students safe!  

 
 
 
 

Safe Arrival 
 
 

905-884-2693  
 

 

When you know your child is going to be absent, 
please send a note to the teacher in advance.  
When the absence/late is unplanned, please call 
the office to let us know.  The answering machine 
is always on, so you can leave a message any time - 
day or night.  Press 1 to leave a message. 
 

By calling, you let us know that your child is safe.   
It saves us from interrupting your day, calling you 
at work, trying to locate you, or calling all the 
emergency contact phone numbers to ensure your 
child is safe.   
 

When a student is not accounted for we will : 
 

 Call home to see if the child is there, then 

 Call the parent/guardian at work/mobile, then 

 Call the emergency phone numbers, and finally 

(if we are unable to confirm the child’s safety), 

 Call the York Regional Police. 
 

This   call   is   an  important  safety  check;   in  
accordance with the York Region District School 
Board Safe Arrival Policy # 665. 

 

 

Dressing for Outdoors 
 

With the colder weather upon us, students need to 
come  to  school  dressed  to play outside during 
recesses, including coats, hats, mittens or gloves 
and boots.  Being physically active during all seasons  
is an essential part of a healthy Canadian lifestyle.   
 

It  is  recommended that  students  keep  extra socks 
and  pants  at school, in  case they become wet 
while playing. 
 

All   students,  Kindergarten  to  Grade 8  will  go 
outside  at  recess.  If your child is not well enough 
to  go  outside  for  recess,  they  need  to  stay 
home  and  rest  until  they  are  feeling  better. 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=RG4OoiMm4vuKEM&tbnid=-hdY4kESLOnODM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mysecuritysign.com%2FNo-Trespassing-Signs%2FVisitors-Welcome-Sign-In-Office%2FSKU-K-1407.aspx&ei=6-


 

Bus Cancellation 
 
To ensure the safety of students, school bus service may be cancelled from time 
to time due to inclement weather, extreme temperatures and/or poor road con-
ditions.  In these cases, parents and students should develop alternate care/
transportation arrangements. 
 
Since some busing schedules begin by 7:00 a.m., cancellation decisions must be 
made by 6:00 a.m. to allow time to communicate this message to bus drivers.  

Cancellation decisions will only be made after thorough consultation with the Safety Officers of school bus 
companies servicing York Region and are based on several factors including precipitation, air temperature, 
road conditions and weather forecast. 
 
Please note the following; 
 
 A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses, vans and taxis will 

not operate. 
 
 School bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather is not affecting all municipalities in York Re-

gion.  Both the YRDSB and YCDSB operate many regional educational programs.  Students attending these 
programs are transported over large attendance areas encompassing several municipal boundaries.  This 
limits the ability to cancel bus service using a municipality or zone methodology. 

 
 Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements to transport their 

children to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled.  If buses are cancelled in the morning, 
they will not operate in the afternoon. Therefore students transported to school by parents will require 
the same transportation home. 

 
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television stations after 6:00 
a.m. to receive bus cancellation information: 
 

RADIO 
590 AM  640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM 1540AM 
1580 AM 88.5 FM 89.9 FM 92.5 FM 93.1 FM 94.9 FM 95.9 FM 
97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM 101.1 FM 102.1 FM 104.5 FM 
100.7 FM 107.1 FM 
 

TELEVISION 
CITY TV CTV Barrie CFTO TV CP24 GLOBAL NEWS 
 
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001, 
or by following the YCDSB and YRDSB on twitter. 
 
Please note that school bus charters for fieldtrips will not operate when 
buses are cancelled due to inclement weather. 

 
 
 

http://www.schoolbuscity.com/


NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
A. Stewart 

November 2014 

KINDERGARTEN  
STUDENTS 

in the Library 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s “No Rules November” this month.  
Kindergarten students may choose hard cover 
books, books from baskets, alphabet books or 
books from the display rack.  Next month we will 
be looking at non-fiction books. 
 
Please make sure your child’s book comes back 
on time so he/she can get a new book and a 
sticker on his/her library card. 

 
Library Days 

Krinsky is Day 1 
Bassel is Day 2 

Wodzinski is Day 3 
Lu is Day 4 

Forest of reading 
 

Ms Matheson will be running the Silver Birch fiction reading  program 

and Ms Stewart will be running the Red Maple reading program.   

The titles have been announced and the books have been ordered.   

Listen to announcements for more information. 

SUPER READERS CLUB 
Wednesday Morning Recess 

 

Grade 1, 2 & 3 students are invited  

to share a book with a grade 7 or 8 student. 

 

After sharing their first book the students will receive a sticker, after 5 books - a  

pencil, after 10 books - a bookmark and after 15 books - a trip to the treasure box.    

Be sure to drop in! 

Markham Fair news 
 

Congratulations to Claire in Ms Fullbrook’s class. 
She won the Markham Fair Spelling Bee and can be 

called the best speller in York Region. 
 

Claire is pictured below standing beside the  
Spelling Bee plaque that travels to the  

winning school each year. 
 



 

News from the Walter Scott 

Parenting and Family Literacy Centre 
 
 

 
 

     Art @ the Centre in the Walter Scott PFLC!  

 

Professional artist, Tiziana Guido, will be coming back to the  

Walter Scott PFLC to help you and your children create art.   

She will be in the Walter Scott PFLC on the following days:  

 

 Monday December 1st – Watercolours 

 

 Monday February 23rd – Wire Sculpture 

 

 Monday April 7th – Clay 

 

 Monday May 11th – Collage 

 

 Tuesday June 8th – Environmental Art 

 

Please come to Room 13 and speak to Saima, the Walter Scott Parent Worker, about this  

exciting chance to create your own family masterpieces!   

 

Parent Worker: Saima Khan   Open:  Every school day between 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.   

No cost or registration required  Snacks are provided for the children 
 

 Positive Parenting TIP 
Children are learning when they are playing and exploring at home and at school.  Here are some helpful hints to 

keep them safe and to prevent injury: 
 

 Children can use furniture to climb out a window and fall. 

 Make sure that furniture such as beds, couches, or dressers are not placed by a window. 

 Take down your baby gates when your child is approximately two years 

old and teach her/him how to go up and down the stairs safely using the 

handrail. 

 Attach TVs, bookshelves and other furniture to the wall so they cannot 

tip onto your child. 

 It is dangerous for children under 5 to play on anything higher than 5 

feet off the ground. 

 Teach your child to wear a helmet to keep her/his head safe. Put a fitted helmet on your child every 

time s/he rides a bicycle, goes sledding or skates. 
 

These messages come from a Provincial work group and have been focus tested with research evidence.  Please go 

to www.preventchildinjury.ca for more information. 

 

 

 

http://www.preventchildinjury.ca
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